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 Liturgy in Lent 

The color is purple. The mood is somber. The pace is 
slowed down.  It isn’t difficult to be aware that we 
have entered the season of Lent! During these forty 
days, we try to reflect in our liturgy what we are all 
invited to every day: that we slow down, be aware of 
what is around us, spend some dedicated time with 
the Lord, and focus on our sins and failings—not to 
revel in them, but to acknowledge them that we 
might move beyond them. 
 

During Lent, we will have a slightly longer  
Penitential Rite as we come before the cross, aware 
of our sinfulness and dependent upon God’s mercy.  
After the invitation to kneel in silence for a time, the 
Cantor will intone the Lord, have mercy, which we 
will echo back. After each of the first two readings, 
we will have a slightly longer pause, inviting us to a 
deeper reflection on God’s Word in this season. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayers for Reconciliation will be 
used more extensively in Lent, inviting us to be more 
aware of our personal faults (Eucharistic Prayer for 
Reconciliation I) and of the communal nature of sin 
in our world (Eucharistic Prayer for Reconciliation 
II.) 
 

Throughout this holy season, we are invited and  
encouraged to pray for the women and men who are 
in the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.)  
Lent is their retreat, and final preparation for their 
entrance into the church at the great Easter Vigil on 
Holy Saturday.  If you are a regular at the 10:00am 
Mass, you will also be part of the special Rites for 
these folks, including the Scrutinies on the 3rd, 4th,  
and 5th Sundays of Lent. 
 

Lent is also a wonderful opportunity to attend daily 
mass, if possible.  The scripture readings provide 
each of us with our own “retreat” as we progress 
through the forty days. 

This year we are introducing the Almoner’s Program 
as part of our Lenten opportunities. Named after the 
office in charge of alms-giving at the Vatican, this 
program is meant to help connect us with those on 
the periphery while we also pursue our works of 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving during Lent. 
 

Here’s how it will work: each Sunday during Lent 
we will have a second collection exclusively for this 
program.  The money from that collection will be 
used to purchase McDonald gift cards with $5.00 pre
-loaded on the card.  Each Sunday during Lent a  
volunteer will be in the back of Church after Masses 
with the gift cards.  Everyone is invited to take as 
many pre-loaded gift cards as they think they will 
likely use during the week to give to homeless  
people they encounter on their usual routine (maybe 
on the bus or el, or when you are stopped at certain 
intersections, etc.).   
As part of this Lenten outreach, everyone is  
encouraged to use the moment of handing over the 
card as an opportunity to have a brief, humane, and 
human conversation with the other person,  
affirming them and 
wishing them well.  
This interaction is  
often more important 
than the card  
itself. 

 Almoner’s Program 

“Consider how small a fire can set a huge forest 
ablaze.” We’re reminded that small actions can have 
big consequences. The NCA Community Green 
Team hopes to provide resources for parishioners on 
how small changes in their daily lives can greatly 
contribute to caring for creation. We will meet at 
3:00pm on Saturday, March 10 at Uncommon 
Ground, 1401 W. Devon. We welcome your  
enthusiasm and ideas.  
 

Our meetings will include an educational, spiritual, 
and actionable component. If this goal interests you, 
contact george.tully@gmail.com.  
 

~ NCA Green Team 

 Care for Our Common Home 
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Our Parish at Prayer 

Monday:   Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8-10, 15;  
  Mt 25:31-46 
Tuesday:   Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-7, 16-19;  
  Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday:  Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19;  
  Lk 11:29-32 
Thursday:   1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4-6;  
  Mt 16:13-19 
Friday:   Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-8; Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday:   Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8;  
  Mt 5:43-48 
Sunday:   Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18;  
  Ps 116:10, 15-19; Rom 8:31b-34;  
  Mk 9:2-10  

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19 
  7:30am  Jacqueline Elwood     
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20 
  7:30am  Parishioners of St. Gertrude  

 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21  
  7:30am  John Resch      

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22 
  7:30am  Communion Service  

 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23 
  7:30am  Mary Jo Martin   
  8:30am  NCA School Mass  
  3:00pm  Stations of the Cross  
 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24 
  7:30am   Andrea Losonczi   
  5:00pm   Anne Nelson and family  
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
  8:00am  Joseph “Terry” Shields     

  9:30am  Mary Koegler     
10:00am  Koree T. Williams    
10:30am  Mary Jean Argento   
11:30am  Randy Cruz     

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24 
 5:00pm   Jayden Reyes, Josephine Stoltz, Isabel   
     Stoltz  
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
10:00am  Isabel Killoren, Katherine Tentler,  
     Penelope Seitzer  
11:30am  Ian Ainsworth, Haiden Negrillo, June   
     Rutzen 

Readings for the Week 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24 
  5:00pm  Peggy Dawson, assisted by Mary Cook,   
     Kathleen Dawson, Joan Harrington, Tim   
     Harrington, Kathy Wall 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
  8:00am  Hallie Burhoe, Brian DeVarenne, Mary   
     Wyler 
  9:30am  Pat Riley, Barbara Rossi and Leon Ward  
10:00am  Brad Mulick, Patrick Robinson, Sarah  
     Millar, Teresita Zdunek, Theresa Resch,   
     Nancy Merrill, Mary Donlan 
10:30am  TBA 
11:30am  Lina Peon, Richard Ashbeck, Jana  
     Ashbeck, Steve Monti, Troy McMillan 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24 
  5:00pm  Norm Bowers, Kathleen Dawson 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
  8:00am  Hallie Burhoe, Johnny Outlaw 
  9:30am  Pat Riley, Barbara Rossi and Leon Ward  
10:00am  Pat Reardon, Brad Mulick 
10:30am  schedule pending 
11:30am  Steve Matre, Troy McMillan 

Support the Archdiocese of Chicago  
Domestic Violence Outreach 

 

Your online donation is secure and flexible. You 
can choose the amount you wish to give and how 

you wish to have the funds designated.  
Donations may be made at  

https://www.givecentral.org/location/132/
event/12645.  

 

To donate with a check, make it payable to  
Domestic Violence Outreach and mail it to: 

Archdiocese of Chicago  
Domestic Violence Outreach, Fr. Charles W. 

Dahm, O.P. , 1914 South Ashland Avenue,  
Chicago, IL 60608 

 Indicates  
person  

listed is  
deceased. Eucharistic Ministers 

Ministers of the Word 

Altar Servers 
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PARISH PASTORAL STAFF 
   Rev. Richard J. Prendergast, Pastor 
   Art Blumberg, Director of Parish Management and Facilities  
   Kevin Chears, Pastoral Associate  
   Mary Ann Collins, Director of Parish Social Services  
   Mary Herbin-Horan, Minister of Music  
   Jim Potthast, Family Minister 
   Tracy Shields, Minister of First Impressions/Communication  
 

OTHER PASTORAL STAFF 
   Rev. Michael Bradley, Resident 
   Rev. Dominic Grassi, Retired Pastor 
   Rev. William Kenneally, Pastor Emeritus 
   Carol Beatty, St. Gertrude East Music Director 
 

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE 
   Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am, 11:30am 
      9:30am St. Gertrude East (Sacred Heart School/Sheridan and Granville) 
      10:30am Mass in the Gym (except summer months) 
   Monday through Friday: 7:30am (Thursday is a Communion Service.) 
   Saturday: 7:30am and 5:00pm (Sunday Vigil) 
 

RECTORY BUSINESS HOURS   
   Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 8:30am to 7:30pm 
   Wednesday, Friday: 8:30am to 4:30pm 
   Saturday: 9:00am to 5:00pm 
   Sunday: 8:30am to 1:00pm 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
   Individual: Saturday from 4:15-4:45pm and by request. 
 

BAPTISM 
   Baptisms take place on the second and fourth Sundays of each month. Call the  
   Rectory to make arrangements to have a child baptized, and to RSVP to attend  
   a parent preparation meeting, held the first Monday of each month at 7:00pm.  
 

MARRIAGE 
   Arrangements begin by setting up an appointment with the Pastor. Preparations  
   are to begin at least four months prior to the desired date.  
 

LOCATIONS: 
   Rectory: 1420 W. Granville Ave., Chicago, IL 60660;  Phone: 773.764.3621. 
      Fax: 773.761.4164; E-mail: stgertrude1420@sbcglobal.net; 
      Website: www.stgertrudechicago.org 
   Ministry Center: 6214 N. Glenwood Ave., Chicago, IL 60660. 
      Social Services Phone:  773.973.5464. 
   Social Hall: 1401 W. Granville Ave., Chicago, IL 60660. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
   You are most welcome and are invited to stop in at the Rectory to introduce yourself 

and register, or register with one of the greeters before or after any Mass.         
12Registration is also available online at www.stgertrudechicago.org.  
 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CATHOLIC? 
   We have an enriching program called the R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation for 
   Adults). Contact the Rectory for details. 
 

MINISTRY OF CARE AND COMMUNION 
   Trained ministers will gladly visit and bring communion to those who are sick or 
   homebound. Please call the Rectory to make arrangements. 
 

HEART TO HEART 
   Senior outreach and social services connection: 773.973.5464 
 

PARISH SCHOOL 
   Northside Catholic Academy: 773.743.6277 
   www.northsidecatholic.org 

 

COMMUNITY MEETINGS HELD AT ST. GERTRUDE 
 

Al-Anon:  Sundays at 7:00pm in the Ministry Center 
Open AA: Tuesdays at 7:30pm in the Ministry Center, and  
                 Thursdays at 7:00pm in the school cafeteria. 
Caris Pregnancy Center, pregnancy support, free pregnancy   
     tests, and post-abortion help: 312.229.5700. 
Makko ho (Japanese yoga): Saturdays at 10am in the Ministry 
     Center 

 Milestones 

Rest in Peace 
 

Galdino Valvassori, 
stepfather of  
Steve Monti 

Baptisms 
 

 
Sofia Najova Dajani,  

daughter of Cynthia and Mona 
 

Elias August Dajani, son of  
Cynthia and Mona 

 

Leah Nohemi Wall,  
daughter of Wendy and Jules 

 

James Gilmary Tinley McGrath, 
 son of Claire and John 

 

Clark William Paus, son of Zachary and Allison 
 

Joanna Antony Francis,  
daughter of Jasmine and Antony  

New  
Parishioners 

 
Maria S. Rivera, Tom 

Dalecki, and Luka 
Dalecki 

 
Thomas J. Foydel 

Please Pray  
for Our  

Parishioners and 
Friends 

 

Ann White 
 

Calin, Carina, and Cataleya Cimpean  
 

Maria Debbellis 
 

Wally Koegler and family 
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