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: Lenten Reflection: God's Invitation

Lent is a season of being invited by God in a deeply
personal way. “Come back to me, with all of your
heart,” our Lord beckons. "We will," we respond,
but we aren’t quite ready yet, our hearts are not
prepared. We want to squirm, evade, avoid. Our
souls not yet perfect. We are not ready for God to
love us.

Yes, of course we want to have a deeper relationship
with God, we tell ourselves earnestly. And we
will....Soon. God calls to us again: Come back to
me, with all of your heart.

Ok, ok, I really will. Just a few more things to do at
work. Let me spend a little more time in prayer first.
Let me get to Reconciliation. Let me clean my oven,
tidy my closets. Sell my yoke of oxen. Check a field
I have purchased....

Come back to me, with all of your heart.

It is an extraordinary invitation to each one of us. To
me in a personal, individual way. God invites me to
drop the defenses that I hold up between myself and
God. All God wants is for me to realize that my
standards, my way of judging and loving are so very
different from God’s way, and so much smaller. God
offers an entire Lent season, an entire lifetime, of
loving me unconditionally, no matter what I have
done or how much I think I have hidden from God.

From the first day of Lent, the Ash Wednesday
readings make God's call to us clear: “Return to me
with your whole heart.”

In North America, Lent falls in winter and these days
are cold and dark, perfect for hiding ourselves
indoors, perfect for hiding from God - or so we
imagine. But our God is insistent, loving, gently
prodding. God is the parent of the Prodigal Child,

waiting faithfully, eagerly on the road for our return,
night after night. There are no folded arms and stern
judging stares, only the straining eyes of a parent

eager for our return, longing to embrace us and
rejoice in us.

Yet we spend so much time trying to think of how to
return and what to say, how to begin the
conversation. It’s only when we finally appear after
so much time away, embarrassed and confused, that
we understand we don’t have to say anything. We
only have to show up.

Look up there on the road ahead of us: our loving
God is jumping up and down for joy. The invitation
to us has been heard. We have returned home!

But, wait... What stops us from this great reunion?
What keeps us from accepting this invitation to
something deeper in our lives with God? We feel in
our hearts that there are things we should say first:
“wait...but...if only” and finally, “If God really
knew about me...”

It doesn’t matter. None of it matters. Only the joy
that we have turned to God and that like a loving
father or mother, God is smothering us with embrac-
es and joyful cries. We have returned!

Come back to me, with all of your heart.

Our acceptance of this call, this appeal to our hearts
is simple if we can only get beyond the fear. All we
have to do is say to our Lord, "I'm here. Where do I
start? Yes, I want to be with you." Our hearts have
been opened and we have taken the first step toward
the rejoicing parent on the road. No explanations are
necessary, only to pause and picture in our hearts the
joyfully loving and unblinking gaze of God that falls
on us.

What's the next step on our journey home? We could
take the earliest moments of our day, before we have
gotten out of bed to thank God for such a loving
invitation and ask for help in opening our hearts to it.
We could read about beginning our Lenten patterns.
We could remember throughout the day the
invitation that has moved our hearts: Come back to
me, with all of your heart. And we can rejoice along
with God.

That is the invitation of each day of Lent. Today is
the day to accept it.

~ Creighton University Online Ministries
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Parish News

Cub Scout Pancake Breakfast This Morning!
Today, Sunday, February 26, the Cub Scout Pack
3822 at St. Gertrude will have a pancake breakfast in
the Social Hall from 9:00am-1:00pm.

Rite of Sending for R.C.I.A. Candidates and
Catechumen: Today, the members of the R.C.I.A.
and their Sponsors will be called forward at the
10:00am Mass and sent with our blessings to Holy
Name Cathedral where they will join hundreds of
others from around the Archdiocese for the Rite of
Election and the Call to Continuing Conversion.
They will be called forward and welcomed by
Cardinal Blasé Cupich. Please keep them in your
prayers now and throughout the season of Lent as
they continue their journey to the Easter Sacraments
at the Easter Vigil.
e To Be Baptized: Mimi Truong
e To Be Received into Full Communion with the
Catholic Church: Farrah Healy
e To Complete His Initiation Through the
Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist:
James Kraus

Lenten Black Books: Copies of the Little Black
Book for Lent are available in the back of Church.

Lost and Found: If you think we may have a lost
item or a photo of yours, please get in touch with the
Rectory by February 28.

Ash Wednesday is March 1: Please note, our

schedule for Ash Wednesday is:

e 7:30am ~ Mass (Ashes distributed during Mass.)

e 8:30am ~ NCA’s school Mass (Ashes distributed
during Mass.)

e 6:00pm ~ Ashes distributed.

e 7:00pm ~ Mass (Ashes distributed during Mass.)

March’s First Friday: Please join us this
March 3 for 9:00am Mass, followed by
refreshments in the Ministry Center.

Children’s Choir Forming: We are forming a
children’s choir for a Mass on Easter. Our practices
will be held on Saturdays between 11:00am-
12:00pm in the Ministry
Center chapel, beginning March 4. Email Mary
Herbin-Horan at mherbinhoran611@sbcglobal.net if
you are interested. Parents will need to be
present at practices.

Confirmation Retreat: The final Confirmation
retreat will take place on Sunday, March 5 from 1:00
-4:00pm in the Social Hall.

Parish Calendar

Sunday, February 26

e 9:00am-1:00pm ~ Cub Scout pancake breakfast
in the Social Hall

e 10:00am ~ RCIA Rite of Sending

e 10:30am ~ Teen/Youth Mass in the Gym

Wednesday, March 1 Ash Wednesday

7:30am ~ Mass (Ashes distributed during Mass.)
8:30am ~ NCA'’s school Mass (Ashes distributed
during Mass.)

6:00pm ~ Ashes distributed.

e 7:00pm ~ Mass (Ashes distributed during Mass.)

Thursday, March 2
7:00pm ~ Financial meeting in the Social Hall

Friday, March 3
e After the 9:00am Mass ~ First Friday hospitality
and fellowship in the Ministry Center

Saturday, March 3
e 11:00am-12:00pm ~ Children’s choir in the
Ministry Center chapel

Sunday, March 5
e 1:00-4:00pm ~ Confirmation Retreat in the
Social Hall

Monday, March 6
2018 Mass book will open
e 7:00pm ~ Baptismal prep class in the Rectory

Wednesday, March 8
e 6:00pm ~ First Communion parent meeting in the
Social Hall

Sunday, March 12
e 6:00-8:30pm ~ W.O.W. in the Gym balcony

A complete list of our Lenten schedule and Holy Week information is available on page 6.
A list of our faith-sharing groups and that schedule is available on page 5.
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Parish News (cont.)

2018 Mass Book: The 2018 Mass book will open
on Monday, March 6. Intentions are limited to one
per Mass.

Baptismal Class: The next baptismal class will be
held on Monday, March 6 at 7:00pm in the
Rectory. Registration is not required.

First Communion Parent Meeting: Parents of
children celebrating their First Communion will
gather for a parent meeting on Wednesday, March 8
at 6:00pm in the Social Hall.

Family Ministry Retreat: St. Gertrude's Family
Ministry invites all families to a Lenten retreat on
Saturday, March 11 from 10:00-11:30am in Church.
Our focus will be on praying with the stained glass
windows. Please contact Abby Mikesell at
agapinski@stgertrudechicago.org with your RSVP.

W.O.W. News: Our next gathering will take place
on Sunday, March 12 from 6:00-8:30pm in the Gym
balcony. We will be viewing a short film and
engaging in discussion on the film.

Our New Parish Website is Up and Running!
Our new parish website is online! Visit
www.stgertrudechicago.org for upcoming events,
mass times, and more! We are so grateful to Dave
Mikesell for his months of hard work on this project.

Soup Makers Needed: The Helping Hands
Ministry is in need of several people to make soup
once a month for the Epworth Men's overnight
shelter. Please call Brenda for more information at
773.973.5464.

Parish Stewardship Report

“Brothers and sisters: Thus should one regard us. as
servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of
God.” ~ I Corinthians 4:1

We are stewards. It is our obligation to both preserve
and spread the word and the love of God. These are
not to be hoarded but passed onto to those who are
present today and to those who will follow us.

February 18-19 Collection $6,000.09
Budgeted Collection $7.375.00

Overage/Underage (-) $1,374.91

St. Gertrude Parish

February 26, 2017

Lenten Faith-Sharing Groups

Women Only Group March 7 —April 4
Tuesdays from 7:00-8:30pm

Location: 1400 W. Hood

Facilitated by Mary Ann O’Connor

Focus: Reflection on Scripture from the
preceding Sunday with a focus of the Gospel
Reading.

Thursday Morning Group March 2 —April 6
This ongoing group is inviting others to join them
for Lent.

Thursdays from 8:30-9:30am

Location: Rectory Parlor

Facilitated by Kevin Chears

Focus: Reflections on hope.

Sheridan Road Faith Sharing Group March 9 —
April 6

Thursdays at 7:30pm

6121 N. Sheridan Road

Facilitated by Leon and Ana Ward

Focus: Reading and reflection on Scripture from the
previous Sunday.

Women’s Scripture Study March 2-April 6

This ongoing group is inviting others to join them
for Lent.

Thursdays at 7:15pm

Location: 1344 W. Rosedale

Facilitated by Suzanne Stryczek

Focus: Reading and Reflection on Scripture for the
coming Sunday.

Men’s Group March 3-April 7

This ongoing group is inviting others to join them
for Lent.

Fridays from 6:30 — 8:00am

Location: Rectory Dining Room

Facilitated by Allen Stryczek

Focus: Reading and reflection on Scripture for the
coming Sunday.

For Teens

Abby Mikesell will facilitate reflections on

various forms of prayer. All meetings will be held in
the Gym balcony from 6:00-7:00pm.

Monday, March 6

Monday, March 20

Monday, April 3
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Lent and Holy Week Schedule

Opportunities for Reflection

Family Reflection based upon the Church
Windows (part of our Family Ministry outreach)
Saturday, March 11 from 10:00am — 11:30 am in
Church

It’s so Hard to Say Good-Bye: Reflecting on
Transitions (all are welcome to attend)
Saturday, March 25 from 9:00am — 11:30 in the
Ministry Center Chapel

Song and Story: Fr. Dom and Mark Teresi (all
are welcome to attend)
Date TBD in Church

Simple Suppers

Wednesdays evenings in the Social Hall

Wednesday, March 8 from 6:30-7:30pm
Sponsored by the Refugee Ministry, followed by
prayer in the Church

Wednesday, March 15 from 6:00-7:00pm
Sponsored by the Pastoral Council, followed by a
listening session in the Social Hall

Wednesday, March 22 from 6:00-7:00pm
Sponsored by NCA Preschool - Joan Harrington,
followed by prayer in the Church

Wednesday, March 29
TBD

Stations of the Cross
Fridays from March 3 — April 7 at 3:00pm in the
Church

Liturgy
Wednesday, March 1 Ash Wednesday
7:30am ~ Mass (Ashes distributed during Mass.)

8:30am ~ NCA’s school Mass (Ashes distributed

during Mass.)
6:00pm ~ Ashes distributed.
7:00pm ~ Mass (Ashes distributed during Mass.)

Lenten Reconciliation
Wednesday, April 5 at 7:00pm in Church

Sunday, April 9 (Palm Sunday)

5:00pm ~ Vigil Mass (Saturday, April 8)
8:00am, 9:30am ~ Masses

11:00am ~ Combined Mass (There will be no
10:00am, 10:30am, or 11:30am Masses.)

Thursday, April 13 (Holy Thursday)
7:30pm ~ Mass
Friday, April 14 (Good Friday)

3:00pm ~ Stations of the Cross in Church
7:30pm ~ Prayer service

Saturday, April 15 (Holy Saturday)
11:00am ~ Blessing of the Easter baskets
3:00-4:00pm ~ Individual reconciliation
7:00pm ~ Interfaith Lighting of the Holy Fire
(location TBD)

7:30pm ~ Easter Vigil Mass

Sunday, April 16 (Easter)
Regular Mass schedule

Deanery Activities

Loving Outreach to Survivors of Suicide
(L.O.S.S.) Mass

Saturday, March 18 at 11:00am at St. Gertrude

St. Gregory the Great: Lenten Mission
Talks will be held at 5545 N. Paulina on Sundays at
7:00pm.

Prayer with Fr. Paul Wachdorf
Sunday, March 12 at 7:00pm

How to Pray Mass with Fr. Brian Fisher
Sunday, March 19 at 7:00pm

Everyday Discernment with Sr. Regina DeVitto
Sunday, March 26 at 7:00pm

Drawing Closer to Christ: Prayerfully Entering into
the Mystery of Sacred Art with Joseph

Malham (Reception following.)

Sunday, April 2 at 7:00pm

Ecumenical Activity
Lutheran-Catholic Vespers at St. Ita
Tuesday, March 21 at 7:00pm at 1220 W. Catalpa

*Faith sharing groups will be meeting throughout
Lent. A complete list is available on page 5.
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Fiscal Year Report

The Finance Committee is looking for ways to
address a projected deficit of $75,000 so that we can
end this fiscal year in the black. We need your ideas.
Please join us on Thursday, March 2 at 7:00pm in the
Social Hall.

The deficit reported for the first two quarters of FY
2017 reflects a shortfall of $46,482. This is due
primarily to a number of factors. Sunday and Holy
Day collections are lower by $24,885. The Christmas
collection through December 31 was $7,698 less
than last year. Salary and benefit expenses are higher
by $41,439 due to an expanded staff to meet the
growing needs of the parish as well as an additional
pay period.

If the impact of these projections continues for the
rest of the fiscal year, our parish could see a deficit
in the neighborhood of $75,000. However, there are

factors that could help us reduce this amount.

e A robust Easter collection exceeding the
currently projected amount of $30,000.

e St. Gertrude and the Archdiocese are in the final
stages of lease negotiations with T-Mobile. We
expect the terms to be finalized by May. Once
completed, we will receive an annual payment of
$30,000.

e We projected utility costs to be as high as last
year. If our mild winter continues, we will
realize additional savings.

If all of the above occur, the projected deficit would
be reduced to a more manageable amount of around
$40,000.

We are a parish that prides itself on participation and
collaboration. We look forward to seeing you at the
meeting.

St. Gertrude Income/Expense FY2017 Q 1&2 July 2016 - December 2016

Income - Collections

Sunday/Holy Day $ 285,486
Christmas $ 38,935
Easter $ -
Other Collections $ 200
$ 324,621
Income - Other Sources
CCD Tuition and Fees $ 10,178
Lease/Rental Income $ 4,904
Fundraising $ 35,509
Interest and Investment $ 2,771
Donations $ 9,922
Misc. Income $ 8.419
$ 71,703
Total Ordinary Income $ 396,324
Ordinary Expense
Salaries $ 225,226
Benefits $ 39,027
Church and Rectory $ 31,715
Utilities $ 21,034
Repair and Maintenance $ 12,604
Archdiocesan Assessments $ 55,258
Insurance $ 24,766
Misc. Expense $ 33,176
Total Ordinary Expense $ 442,806
Net Ordinary Income $ (46,482)

Extraordinary Income

Sharing Collections $ 20,501
Archdiocesan Collections $ 11,554
Capital Collections $ 44,631
To Teach Who Christ Is $ 50,535
Estates, Bequests & Memorials $ 5,025
Other Extraordinary Income $ 5,500
Total Extraordinary Income $ 137,745
Extraordinary Expense

Sharing $ 10,493
Capital Improvement Projects $ 149,548
Archdiocesan Collections $ 6,845
Other Extraordinary Expenses $ -
Total Extraordinary Expense $ 166,886
Net Extraordinary Income $ (29,140)
Net Total Income $ (75,622)
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Our Parish at Prayer

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27
7:30am John McShane

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28
7:30am Jeanne White %

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1 Ash Wednesday
7:30am Russell Totten
8:30am Ethan Seitzer ¥
7:00pm Patricia Kelly

THURSDAY, MARCH 2
7:30am Communion Service

FRIDAY, MARCH 3
7:30am Kim Zalinski %
9:00am Keon Lewis

SATURDAY, MARCH 4
7:30am Officer Tim Jones
5:00pm William Grant

SUNDAY, MARCH 5
8:00am Joseph “Terry” Shields w
9:30am Mary Koegler
10:00am Mary Lou O’Toole ¥ and Bobby Udrow &
10:30am Judy Pier ¥
11:30am Anna Marie Shields @

T Indicates person mentioned is deceased.

Readings for the Week
Monday: Sir 17:20-24; Ps 32:1-2, 5-7;
Mk 10:17-27
Tuesday: Sir 35:1-12; Ps 50:5-8, 14, 23;
Mk 10:28-31

Wednesday: J12:12-18; Ps 51:3-6ab, 12-14, 17,
2 Cor 5:20 -- 6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18

Thursday: Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 9:22-25
Friday: Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-6ab, 18-19;

Mt 9:14-15
Saturday:  Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-6; Lk 5:27-32
Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7;

Ps 51:3-6, 12-13, 17,
Rom 5:12-19[12, 17-19]; Mt 4:1-11

Minister of the Word

SATURDAY, MARCH 4
5:00pm Norm Bowers, Jayne Deiters

SUNDAY, MARCH 5
8:00am Marty McDermott, Ed Futa
9:30am Pat Riley, Barbara Rossi and Leon Ward
10:00am Bob Backis, Donna Whalley
10:30am TBA
11:30am Michelle Kuehlhorn, Steven Monti

as | have

~John 15:12

Eucharistic Ministers

Altar Servers

SATURDAY, MARCH 4
5:00pm Miles Reynolds, Nolan Reynolds, Casey
Cancilla

SUNDAY, MARCH 5

10:00am Jonathan Elue, Ben Agunloye, Chris
Agunloye

11:30am Adonai Agdubai, Francisco Pireda,
Michael Rivera

SATURDAY, MARCH 4
5:00pm Tim Harrington, Joan Harrington,
Kathleen Dawson, Peggy Dawson
(assisted by Mary Cook)

SUNDAY, MARCH 5
8:00am Barb Daly, Brian DeVarenne, Peter Morin,
Johnny Outlaw
9:30am Pat Riley, Barbara Rossi and Leon Ward
10:00am Carlos Barragan, Bob Backis, Christine
Curran, Rose Marie Anichini, Pat
Robertson, Rafael Melendez, Bob Backis
10:30am TBA
11:30am Chris Lincoln, Karen Griebel, Steven
Monti, Abby Mikesell, Dave Mikesell
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Milestones

New
Parishioners

Anna Koperski
and Sean Walsh

Verna and Stephen
Foster

Justin, Smitha, Jaslyn
and Nyla Makil

Caitlin, Anthony and
Quinn Canton

If you have been
thinking of becoming a member of our parish
community, please consider registering.

Applications are available in the back of Church,
online at our website, www.stgertudechicago.org,
or at the Rectory.

Please know all are welcome!

Wedding
Banns

L. Elizabeth Elmi
and

Matthew Teresi

\ Interested in
0w getting married at
11 “ St. Gertrude? Call
Father Grassi at 773.764.3621. Planning should
begin at least four months prior to the wedding date.

Deaths

Janet Weitz

OFFICE OF THE PASTOR
Rev. Dominic Grassi, Pastor
Art Blumberg, Director of Parish Management and Facilities
Kevin Chears, Director of Parish Leadership and Ministry Formation
Mary Ann Collins, Director of Parish Social Services
Mary Herbin-Horan, Minister of Music
Abigail Mikesell , Family Minister
Tracy Shields, Minister of First Impressions/Communication
Dan Welter, Deacon

OTHER PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. Michael Bradley, Resident
Rev. William Kenneally, Pastor Emeritus
Carol Beatty, St. Gertrude East Music Director

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am, 11:30am
9:30am St. Gertrude East (Sacred Heart School/Sheridan and Granville)
10:30am Mass in the Gym (except summer months)
Monday through Friday: 7:30am (Thursday is a Communion Service.)
Saturday: 7:30am and 5:00pm (Sunday Vigil)
RECTORY BUSINESS HOURS
Monday, Tuesday: 8:00am to 7:30pm
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 8:00am to 4:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am to 6:00pm
Sunday: 8:30am to 1:00pm

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Individual: Saturday from 4:15-4:45pm and by request.

BAPTISM
Baptisms take place on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month.

A parent preparation meeting is held the first Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

All arrangements should be made by calling the Rectory.

MARRIAGE
Arrangements begin by setting up an appointment with the Pastor. Preparations
are to begin at least four months prior to the desired date.

LOCATIONS:
Rectory: 1420 W. Granville Ave., Chicago, IL 60660; Phone: 773.764.3621.
Fax: 773.761.4164; E-mail: stgertrude1420@sbcglobal.net;
Website: www.stgertrudechicago.org
Ministry Center: 6214 N. Glenwood Ave., Chicago, IL 60660.
Social Services Phone: 773.973.5464.
Social Hall: 1401 W. Granville Ave., Chicago, IL 60660.

NEW PARISHIONERS
You are most welcome and are invited to stop in at the Rectory to introduce yourself
and register. You may register with one of the greeters before or after any Mass.

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CATHOLIC?
We have an enriching program called the R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation for
Adults). Contact the Rectory for details.

MINISTRY OF CARE AND COMMUNION
Trained ministers will gladly visit and bring communion to those who are sick or
homebound. Please call the Rectory to make arrangements.

HEART TO HEART
Senior outreach and social services connection: 773.973.5464

PARISH SCHOOL
Northside Catholic Academy: 773.743.6277

COMMUNITY MEETINGS HELD AT ST. GERTRUDE

Al-Anon: Sundays at 7:00pm in the Ministry Center

Open AA: Tuesdays at 7:30pm in the Ministry Center, and
Thursdays at 7:00pm in the school cafeteria.

Caris Pregnancy Center, pregnancy support, free pregnancy
tests, and post-abortion help: 312.229.5700.

Yoga: Wednesday at 7:00pm in the Ministry Center

Makko ho (Japanese yoga): Saturdays at 10am in the Ministry
Center
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